The Narrows QTVR:  An Interactive Experience
QTVR’s (Quicktime Virtual Reality) are a fun and interactive way to explore a site or location.  A QTVR is typically composed of a variety of “nodes” that are interconnected through a series of “hot spots.”  A node is any sort of graphic or document relating to the site such as a QTVR panoramic movie (a movie file that contains a 360o view from a central point), a site image, or a site description.  By navigating between the nodes in a scene, the user is provided with a fun, informative as well as visual experience for learning about a given location. 

The Narrows QTVR contains several movies, images, and descriptions relating to various components of the Narrows archaeological site.  All of these site documents are linked together through an interactive “splash” or introductory screen that opens at the beginning of the QTVR (see image below).  By clicking on one of the four options on the splash screen, you will begin your virtual tour of the Narrows archaeological site. 





Introductory screen or "splash" screen that appears when the Narrows QTVR is opened.
To download the Narrows QTVR and begin your virtual tour – Click Here …But if you have never done navigated in a QTVR before, please take the time and read the instructions below first!

Basic Instructions for Navigating in the Narrows QTVR
Following completion of the QTVR download, right click on the Narrows_QTVR file, select “Open With,” and choose “Quicktime Player Application.”  For the latest version of Apple’s free Quicktime Player, visit http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/.  The file will open in any media player (e.g. Real Player, Windows Media, etc…), however to optimize the viewing and performance of the QTVR, it is recommended to open the file in Quicktime.

Three Simple Rules
Here are three simple rules (rather pointers or suggestions) for navigating in the Narrows QTVR.

1.      Watch for a Cursor Change accompanied by a Hot Spot Description
The cursor in a QTVR is the primary indicator for locating a “hot spot” within a scene.  When you drag the cursor over a “hot spot,” it changes from a hand to an arrow and a textual description also appears in the text box below the scene image (See the images below).  Click on this spot in the image to travel to a different part of the scene.  Note the textual description to see where you are “traveling to.”  

Peruse the QTVR, keeping an eye for the changing arrow cursor and the accompanying textual descriptions.  Observing these indicators and clicking on the designated locations will make you a pro at navigating in the Narrows QTVR.
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The light blue circles indicate the cursor change from a hand to an arrow whenever a hot spot is present. The red circle shows the location of the text description that describes the hot spot destination
The “Bullseye” Cursor
     Whenever you access one of the QTVR panoramic movies (for example when you “enter the site,”) a “bullseye” cursor will appear.  This cursor allows you to rotate your view 360o from the current vantage point.  To rotate, simply hold down the left mouse button and drag the mouse left or right.  Be sure to keep an eye out for the arrow cursor and text descriptions for additional hot spot access during your scene rotations. 
2.      Follow Directions
This one’s an easy one: follow any directions provided in the QTVR for better maneuverability throughout the scene.  A primary example is in the “Did you see them all?” section.  In this section, directions are provided for viewing the closeup images of the main panel of petroglyphs.  Read them!


3.      The Back Button – For when you are absolutely lost!
Probably the main advantage to opening your QTVR in the Quicktime application rather than any other media player is the use of the “back” button.  The “back” button, located in the control panel of the Quicktime player (see below), allows you to navigate back through the scene one node at a time.
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The location of the "back" button is indicated by the red circle. 

For example, hitting the back button multiple times is probably one of the easiest ways to get back to the main page or “splash” screen.  Be sure to look for other indications on the screen such as arrows or small descriptive texts (see below) to most effectively navigate the scene; however when all is lost, feel free to use the “back” button. 
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Note the "zoom out" text and the arrow icon in the closeup image of Rockart Panel Left. Use these intra-scene indicators to navigate throughout the Narrows QTVR

 

That’s about it!  Now go view the Narrows QTVR!
